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Our J^nnual rundown 

of the slot machine elite 



Welcome to our second ahnui "Best of Slots' read- 
er's SMfvery, where the wirtciers m choaen rtot t^y a 
pyjel of editors or gaming executives, t>LU by you, the r« aUfffe, 
cdsinohopping slat pUiyer. Several months ago* we mailed an 
extensive ballot to Strfcf/y Slots readers^ sskir^ thetn to f?ll in 
their favorite games, hotels. resiaurBrtls dTK] erOBftalnment^ 
sti the things they go to a casino Tor. WhM w6 received bdck 
was a r^mo^abty diverse list ftotn players in all parts of the 
country, that H nothlhg else reveala mat slot plaiyBfs ar0 ve7 
definitive when It corner to choo^ng Their favorrte$. 

After computenrlng the slacks of batiots ih^ titeraity 
flooded our offices for weeks, we compiled the top ftve winoers 
In esch or the following regions! AUantk: Cr^, Las Vegas, 
Laughtin, Reno/T^ioe, Tunica, the Gulf Coa$l tit^mg New 
Orle^$l. rtvertK>8t casinos ar^ Native Antertoan casinos. We 
also divldeo the slot categories Into the three mo$l obvious 
divisions: r«e| s!ot$, video slots end video poker. 

ir all this sounds a bit familiar to you, it could be Oecause 
]rOu've read our annual 'Best of Gaming** ^fds for the past 
eight years In Cas/rto Player, our slstar publication, where we 
conduct a simller annual reader's survey. But don*t assume 
that the answers are too pioset/ related, thoi^ mere are 
sctrne obvious conslstendes. Strictly Shts rea^s have some 
very different opinions than Casino Piayet readers, as you'll 
see in the resuKs ihel follow. As an e^iample, whereas both 
sets of readers give Harrah*s casinos \O0 marks for senrice- 
related categories, Strictly Stots readers dear^ faiW the Isle 
of Capri in Biloxl over most casinos on the Gutf Coast 

This surwy reveals some extremely important information 
to all of u&-^t juu to slot players, but to tne casino IndusUy 
as a Whole, UrKJerstandIng what players went, and where they 
feel they're getting the biggest bar^ for their bucks. Is some^ 
thir« every casino executive n^eds to be awwe of (Dartcularty 
those in the stot deotftment)* The better casinos understand 
this and take action as their customers demand, tf^e more 
customer loyatty they can expact 



As in tast year'$ sufvey, the currant list clearly shows Uiat 
value, s^vice and comfort are the touchstones for tcday*a stet 
players. In the old dafys, casino Qperaiors sssMmed that play- 
ers wanted g»tz and glamour; and while that remains true to a 
certa^ degree, most people now essocjaie that type of expefh 
ence wllh "high rollers* or being "uncomfortable.* Just as even 
The best restaurs^ts have become considerably more cesuai, 
so too have the casinos. With gambling Joinls around every cor- 
ner $nd gaming well on Us wsy to becoming America's favorite 
pastime, players want to be relaxed and mfbrmal. They want 
th« casino 9taff to be warm and frtondfy» not cold and distant. 
And, of course, they want some bargains amdjacakpots thrown 
in atong the way. Why bother to gel dressed up? Let's Just lake 
n easy tor d while. That's vrhat today's slot player has to say. 

Weshst plaiyereareanWeresft^gbuncK Waall have our 
peculiar superstitbns, ow unlcwe betWs, even the special way 
wa hit the button when we're on a roti. Bui one tr^ we all ha« 
In common is that we knew* what we*re up ^ahst. We're not so 
foolish to think we'ro going to come out a wfnner every we 
enter a casino. That's why we lake aflvs^tagB of the systam (he 
casinos offer ta. We get our comps and cashback, ptay on triple 
pdnt days, cotledt ow free gitts ^ enter ail promotions. We ststy 
ctose to our host, khowfg theyre our most impottam ally In get- 
ting rtxsn^ and show tickets. We measure out our t)udgats 
(responsibly, of course) and keep the catsktcs begging us to come 
back. And why shOJ^'i we? That's ^ game, and th^'s how 
It's played. We're r^Ot doing anythiir^ more M\ae^ buying into a 
reciprocal system itm the caiJnos themseJves have c^wtei. 
Aftof that the rest comes down to personal pfefferenoe. 

So havlr^ said all that, let*sgeton wim the suvcy, and see 
precisely what those pnsfer^nces ari?. 

r V AdamRna 

E(fter4r>Chief 
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Most traiovative 
Video S(0t 

We inv^ MUohn's version o(ia^tty*s 
B«B9V« tl Or hM because H gives uft 
ttic Aance to pn)ve we're kl^<^w-i^a^b. 
As the Gist gaxoe that ACtuaDf rewards 
for trivia, we can'i wit to we the 
machiaes ibey come up wMi 
next And as hmtFvativ« » 
j^Mnes like tfonepetjr^a 
Monc/ Grab may 
those two veraloivs of 

Mikobtk, oae where tbe 
sbips fire back) have got 
to be the molt 
ensrossihg bonus 
gaines In the induscry. 
O Ripley's Belfeve 
K Or Not 
(Mikohn) 
e Monopoly (WMS) 
e BcitUe$Mp 
(Mikohn) 
O The PrtoQ Is 

R^tOGT) I 
e Hollywood 
, Squares (WMS) | 




Be$t Video 
racer Game 

It was dose, but DMleoff WiM took 
Snt place with video poker pbfcrs 
this year. With all tbc variations 
xvailaUc, Deuces can be a 
tough game-but for real 
mastery, use Bob Dancer 
Proents f akef 
nda) RflA^rB) aiid only 
piayibeNSU(N(>tSo 
Ug}y) vereion. 
e Deuces VAid (IGT) 
• JacksorBatlM'OGT) 
Q Double Bonus {IGT) 



Best Video 

llie/refill the way up 
toHo&dred Fl^y video 
poker now. but people 
^ preter the 
treditioiu^ (and 
• wvolutJooary, ipAen it 




first hi! Ihe cii^ino .v^ene a few viiars 
a^o) Irtpl* Ptey. 

9 Triple Play (*GT) 

e Fifty Play (IGT) 

d Pk:K 'Em Poker (iQT) 

Best new Vkleo 
Poker Came 

Not the easiest game 5 jure out, but 
a beck of a lot of fun to play. 

Pcto is pnibahV ti» onb^ 8^ 
has thus far tDanaged to capture some 
50tt of thrill that appeals to both video 
pciter ond skit plfly«-iio easy task. 

0 Spin Poke< (»QT) 

9 Oiase The Roy«i (iQT) 

© AustJn Powers 




